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Synopsis

When Bruce gets home from a southern migration trip with his goslings, he is tired. He is grumpy.
And he is definitely not in the mood to share his home with the trio of mice who have turned his den
into a hotel.There’s a possum pillow fight wreaking havoc in one room, a fox luring guests into a
stew in the kitchen, and a snuggly crew of critters hogging the bed. Bruce growls and grumbles and
tries to throw them all out, but the entrepreneurial mice just can’t take a hint. Bruce is in a little over
his head, especially once the goslings join the staff. Will this grumpy bear ever get his quiet,
peaceful den back to himself? Praise for Mother Bruce: *"[W]ry text and marvelously detailed
pictures juxtapose uproariously. . .Visually beautiful, clever, edgy, and very funny." -Kirkus, starred
review*"Ryan T. Higgins’s illustrations are extraordinary. . . . [A] hilarious, artful picture book with a

nod to foodies great and small" --Shelf Awareness, starred reviewKids Indie Next List, Top Ten

Customer Reviews

PreS-Gr 2A¢a -4 *In this sequel to Mother Bruce, the bear and his quartet of goslings return home
from winter migration to find that some mice have moved into his home and turned it into a hotel.
Staying true to character, Bruce grumpily shoos the unwanted squatters out. However, a
miscellaneous cast of woodland creatures keep turning up all over his home (including in the toilet).
Not surprisingly, the next morning the mice return, managing to turn the geese into bellhops. When
a rowdy group of elephant tourists show up, Bruce loses his cool and sends all the visitors out into
the rain. Eventually Bruce’s tender heart kicks in and he invites the mice back in to likely become
additions to his adopted family. The illustrations are delightful, with lots of visual humor for those
who pay attention to details. Subtle gags abound in this addition to the series. Students will laugh
out loud at Bruce’s misfortune and cheer when he has a change of heart. VERDICT This latest
installment is sure to enchant a wide audience; a recommended purchase for any library

collection.A¢a -a «Jasmine L. Precopio, Fox Chapel Area School District, Pittsburgh

"A merry, witty celebration of chaos and grumpiness." -Kirkus"Higgins&apos;s caricatured artwork
delights in the resulting chaos as possums throw a pillow fight, a beaver chows down on the kitchen
table, and a frog gets comfy in the toilet." - Publishers Weekly* A Junior Library Guild Selection **
Kids Indie Next List *PRAISE FOR MOTHER BRUCE*"[W]ry text and marvelously detailed pictures
juxtapose uproariously. . .Visually beautiful, clever, edgy, and very funny."A¢a -a ¢Kirkus, starred

reviewPRAISE FOR MOTHER BRUCEA¢a -4 ¢Kids Indie Next List, Top Ten
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